
THE MESSENGER December 2015 

 Recently I have noticed that some of the directional and mileage signs along the interstate 
and roads are covered with summer vegetation. Road signs with words and numbers that  are 
blocked out by branches of trees, weeds, and even kudzu. This intrusion of Mother Nature makes 
it difficult to navigate and know when to exit the highways of Alabama.  

 We also journey in a world where the signs that point to God are covered with darkness. 
This covering of darkness that blocks out the hope of God causes us all kinds of problems. There 
is, for example, the present problem of the economic situation, and we wonder if it is going to get 
any better. There is the problem of crime and terror that frightens us each day. There is the 
problem of hunger in our community of Montgomery. There is also our own personal darkness of 
conflict in marriages, problems with children or parents, loneliness that hurts our spirit, and 
sickness that troubles us.  

 Therefore, just as a maintenance crew is needed to cut away the plants that cover the signs 
along the roads, someone is needed to cut away all this darkness that covers our lives. And that is 
what God has done for us in Jesus Christ. For it is written in Luke 2: 11-12. “Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ that Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 A sign born in Bethlehem to take away the darkness that covers our lives. A light to give us 
power to fight the darkness. The light of Jesus that gives us power to overcome sins through His 
forgiveness, power to overcome hate through his love, power to fight against injustice through His 
strength, and power ever to face suffering and death with the assurance of his presence.  

 Man-made signs along our highways are a good thing and a great convenience. But they can 
be covered up or destroyed. But it is important to remember there is One who cannot be covered 
or destroyed. There is One that cannot be overwhelmed by darkness. It is God’s light and it will 
grow and get stronger and brighter. May we take another look at this Light of Jesus and allow it to 
be our eternal landmark and sign. May the light born in Bethlehem be a blessing to you in this 
holy season.  

God bless you,  

Edd  
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It's here! The season of fa-la-la-la-la and Jingle Bells 

and Silent  Night! The season of O Little Town, O 

Come All Ye Faithful, O Come O Come Emmanuel! 

The season of beautiful, spirit-filled, heart-filled, joy-

filled anticipation, giving, and love. 

 

Each of us remembers what it was like to be a child at 

Christmas. Though our own experience was unique, 

we can identify with the wonder of snowfall, the joy of 

twinkling Christmas lights, and the beauty of  

Christmas carols floating in the crisp winter air as 

carolers gift us with song. If your childhood 

emphasized Santa or baby Jesus or both, you know 

what it's like to expect, to wonder, and to believe. 

 

The music of this season is like no other time of the 

year. Songs we all know--we all share--have formed 

our lives. These songs beg to be sung, and the act of 

singing them reinforces all of the memories and 

excitement of Christmas. 

 

So even if Christmas is the only time of year when you 

sing, and even if you only give it a try for two weeks, 

come and join the choir at 6:45 on Wednesday nights 

for practice December 2 and 9. Join us for caroling 

December 16. Join us for the gorgeous Christmas Eve 

service. Join us on Sundays in the choir loft or from 

your chair, and sing with all your heart. This season, 

like no other, is defined by music. Sing! 

 

Su Ofe 

Director of Music 

December 2nd  

Meatloaf, roasted potatoes, green beans, salad, rolls, 

apple crisp, and ice cream.  

December 9th  

Roast beef, potatoes, gravy, carrots, salad, chocolate 

cake, and ice cream.  

December 16th  

Hot dogs, chips, and chocolate chip cookies. 

Catered by Dave Wheatcroft 

Edd will be on vacation Sunday, December 27 and 

Sunday, January 3. Two special people will share the 

word of God on those Sundays.  

Sunday, December 27-Fannie Ashley  

Sunday, January-Sam Colson  

Edd will be back in worship on Sunday, January 10th.  

At our congregational meeting on November 22nd, 
First Christian Church Montgomery voted to call Rev. 

Shane L. Isner as Senior Pastor.  This was done by 
unanimous votes from the Pastoral Search 

Committee, the FCCM Board, and the FCCM 
congregation.  

 
Rev. Isner’s detailed resume and letter to our 

congregation were handed out at the congregational 
meeting. Copies continue to be available in the church 

office, or can be mailed/emailed. If you would like a 
copy, please contact Nicole. 

 
Rev. Isner will be giving his current congregation a 60
-day notice of resignation. His wife, Tabitha, works for 

the state government in Minneapolis, and will be 
seeking employment in Montgomery. They have been 
fostering a six-year-old child for the past year. They 

love this child and would like to adopt him. However, 
that decision is in the hands of the court system. The 
Pastoral Search Committee has been praying for the 
best outcome possible for this child since we learned 

about him. We ask the congregation to join us in 
prayer that this child will also be coming to First 

Christian Montgomery. 
 

We are very grateful for the continuing pastoral care 
being given to us by Rev. Edd Spencer as we excitedly 

wait for the arrival of Rev. Isner. Updates will be 
provided as they become available.  

 
Alice McKinney, Chairperson 

Our December 16th caroling teams will take tins of 

cookies to the shut-ins they visit. If you can contribute 

cookies and tins please bring them to the church 

Sunday, Dec. 13. And if you can stay after church for a 

short while that day and help us redistribute the 

cookies into tins, your help will be appreciated greatly. 

Please bring two or three-dozen cookies to share.  



Advent is the beginning of the Christian story,  

the preparation, the hope that the birth of  

our Savior brings.  

As we prepare for the coming of Christ, the sermons  

during Advent will share the feelings and spirit of those 

people around the manger.  

Sunday, December 6: 

“The Shepherds”  

Sunday, December 13: 

 “Mary and Joseph” 

The youth will share the “Nativity Story” 

Sunday, December 20:  

“The Baby” 

Invite a friend to worship during these holy Sundays 

of Advent.  

Join our church family every Wednesday 

during Advent for a wonderful meal, A fun 

Advent Program and great Christian 

Fellowship. Dinner begins at 5:45 and the 

program at 6:15.  
 

Wednesday, December 2  

Advent art led by Deb Batson 
 

Wednesday, December 9 

Sharing our favorite Christmas memories and a 

Christmas thought from John Lambert 
 

Wednesday, December 16 

Christmas caroling to our homebound 

members and back to church for a visit from 

Santa and Mrs. Claus. 

 

 

This year our ministry coordinators will light our 
advent candles in morning worship.  

First Sunday of Advent, November 29  

Melissa Anderson and Teresa Houser 
  

Second Sunday of Advent, December 6 

Jayne Meyer and Alexine Saunders 
 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 13  

Fred Turner and Mara Donovan  
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20  

Su Ofe and Edd Spencer 
 

Christmas Eve, December 24  

Fannie Ashley  

 

 

Our traditional Christmas Eve service will be held 

Thursday, December 24, at 5:30 p.m. in the 

sanctuary. Please bring your family and friends to 

experience the extraordinary FCC love through this 

beautiful service of Bible readings and music. This 

service is a blessing to all. 

 

If you'd like to leave Christmas cards for other 

church members you may deliver them via the 

baskets in the Great Hall outside the choir room. 

Simply place the cards in the basket with the 

letters that correspond to your recipients' last 

names. Make sure you put the recipients' names 

on the envelopes! 
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